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MVBC Covid Guidance for 21-22 
The following is based on guidance provided by Bowls England (Return to Play: Step 2, issued 9th April 
2021). This has been supplemented by information from Bowls Surrey on the 14th April. There are likely 
to be updates to the Bowls England guidance on/around the 10th May and the 14th June. Members are 
encouraged to read the full guidance, which is available from our website under ‘Club Documents – 
Covid Guidance’. 
 
General 
Always maintain social distancing. 

Hand sanitise at regular intervals, especially if you touch communal surfaces or equipment. Once you 
are home, remember to wash your hands thoroughly. 

Please note we do not intend to routinely sanitise outdoor benches or chairs this year. 

Travel should be minimised but can take place for the purpose of sport and physical activity. Car sharing, 
however, is not permitted. Please note that unless you have a ‘blue badge’ you should park in the main 
car park and not outside our clubhouse. Members can keep bowls in the clubhouse but must comply 
with clubhouse numbers/facemask requirements outlined below. 

Members are encouraged to avoid or minimise use of the clubhouse except for collection/return of 
bowls/mats/jacks and keys – see below. If the clubhouse is used for changing, then members should 
socially distance. Face coverings must be worn in the clubhouse and seat cushions should not be used. 
Subject to available space, more than one household can use the changing facilities at one time, but 
they must not mix and must adhere to capacity limits set by the club (three in the men’s and three in 
the ladies).  

Social interaction before and after play should only take place in separate and distinct groups consisting 
of up to six people or two households.  

The maximum number of participants on our green at any one time must not exceed 24. As per last year 
the green will be setup as four rinks only with a (rink) gap between them. Rinks matches (4 aside) must 
not be played except in a formally organised league or friendly. 

Bowls England state that spectators are not permitted in any outdoor bowls club, except on public land 
(this restriction on spectators does not apply for people with disabilities, or adults needed to supervise 
under-18s in a safeguarding role). However 'hospitality customers' who have bought food or beverages 
and who are served at their outside table are allowed as long as they do not exceed the 'rule of six' or 
two households per table guidance. The food and beverages must be served at the table. We will 
therefore have two benches/tables reserved for hospitality for organised events, e.g. the opening day 
and friendlies, and will provide hot beverages. If you would like to take advantage of our hospitality, you 
should let us know in advance. This approach will be reviewed when the Parent Club opens.  
 
For practise/rollups/competitions (non-organised sport) 
To ensure we comply with NHS track and trace members must book in advance.  

Cleaned mats and jacks will be kept on a table in the ladies side of the clubhouse. There will also be a set 
of scorecards. 

Members should unlock the clubhouse door and keep it open using the stay whilst they are at the club. 

Immediately prior to taking (up to) two mats and jacks (and a scorecard if required), members should 
sanitise their hands. There will be a bottle of sanitiser by the side of the mats/jacks, but members can 
use their own sanitiser if they wish. 

If members wish to clean equipment before use, e.g. mats/jacks/benches/bowls, then that is absolutely 
fine. They can use the kettle in the kitchen to prepare a bowl of soapy water, which they should then 
use outside the clubhouse. 

When they have finishing playing members should place the used mats and jacks under the clean 
mat/jack table and ensure that the clubhouse door is closed properly before leaving the club. 
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Unless necessary, e.g. competitions, Bowls England advise against the use of scoreboards, bowls 
pushers, ditch markers, 2 m distance sticks and chalk.  

If members are sharing equipment, for example jacks/mats, they should practise strict hand hygiene 
including sanitisation after using any shared equipment. In addition, members could consider the 
playing practices used last year, e.g. for roll up singles, one player handles the jack and one the mat. 

The Parent Club will not open until at least the 17th May, but a key to the ‘outside’ toilet is kept on the 
hook inside the door of our clubhouse. Members should ensure that the toilet door is locked and the 
key returned to its hook before leaving the club. 
 
For friendlies/league matches/club competition finals (organised sport) 
Captains/nominees will be the organiser and responsible for the following: 

• Kitchen cleaned and doorknobs/handles sanitised. 

• Rails for steps sanitised (including new steps for green).  

• (Until Parent Club opens), outside toilet opened and cleanliness checked. 

• Sanitiser mounted on the shed. 

• Clean mats, jacks and pushers and scoreboards placed by the side of the rinks. Ditch markers 
and 2 m distance sticks will only be used for league matches.  

To maximise space for social distancing, for the time being we will be playing across the green for 
friendlies. 

For friendly home matches, only Merrow bowlers will handle mats, pushers and scoreboards. For 
example, in a triples match: two jacks used (one home and one away); Merrow ‘lead’ always places mat; 
and Merrow ‘two’/skip deals with pusher/scoreboard as appropriate. 

Home players to give match fee (correct change) to the captain (a ‘honesty’ pot will be used). For league 
matches, we plan to NOT collect match fees from opponents. This has already been agreed for Knaphill 
Triples, but only suggested for Tuesday Triples on a reciprocal basis.  

For the time being we will not be having raffles. Refreshments will be tea/coffee and biscuits, which will 
be served from the door of the clubhouse. Captains/nominees will need to confirm with the opponents 
the timings of any refreshments required, e.g. during or after the match. 

Captains/nominees must ensure that they have a full list of the names of home players (on BIAS). They 
should also exchange contact details with the away captain to facilitate track and trace. These details 
should be cc to David Ewins (Secretary).  Scorecards should also be left in the basket that will be on the 
clean mat/jack table or if easier a photograph of them sent to David Ewins. 
 
For Tuesday and Thursday club nights (organised sport) 
The club secretary/nominee will be the organiser. 

Similar to above, but no payments and a list of names will be added (post event) to BIAS for track and 
trace by the club night organiser. Numbers are restricted to 24 on the green, but we have not had such 
numbers over the past 5 years so we do not believe that prior booking is required. We will of course 
review this if necessary. 
 
Electric Fence 
From Monday 19th April the electric fence will be on a timer such that it will be off from midday until 
9pm. These times will be altered when the Parent Club opens. To access the bowling area, members will 
need to open the electric fence ‘gate’. They must ensure that this gate is closed when they leave the 
club. If a member wishes to reassure themselves that the fence is off, then if they look at the energiser 
they should see that no lights are flashing. 
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BIAS 
As members know we are trialling the use of the BIAS software this year. We would encourage members 
to use this system for applying for matches and for checking rink availability for roll-ups, practise or 
competitions. If you have issues with BIAS, please contact David Raison.  
It is fine to use BIAS to apply for matches several weeks in advance, i.e. the deadlines given below are 
the cut-off times only! 
 
Booking rinks for roll-ups, practise or competitions 
We encourage members to make use of the green! Our plan is that the green will be available from 
1230pm every day, but we may need to alter this to ensure that necessary work on the green can be 
completed. 
If you would like to book a rink for roll-ups, practise or competitions then you should check on BIAS for 
availability and then contact David Raison or David Ewins to make the booking. This on-line booking will 
then cover you for NHS Track and Trace. In addition an NHS Track and Trace QR code will be placed on 
the clubhouse door and the equipment shed should you wish to use the NHS Covid-19 app. If you cannot 
access BIAS, then contact either David directly and they will advise you on rink availability.  
You must not turn up for play without booking. The only exception to this is you do not need to book 
for the Tuesday and Thursday club nights.  
We would advise members to bring a mobile phone with them in case of emergencies. 
 
Applying to play in friendlies/league matches 
Deadlines are outlined in the table below. Please note that to minimise risk of (covid) infection we will 
not be using the paper-based team sheets this year. If members wish to play in friendlies/league but 
cannot access BIAS, please contact the team captain directly. Contact details are in your fixture 
booklet/our website. 
 

 Captains Application 
deadline using 
BIAS 

Team confirmed using 
BIAS 

Friendlies 
 

David Raison  
(Weekends)  
 
Allen Mead/Richard Duddy 
(Wednesdays) 

One week before 
match 

Tuesday before for 
Weekend matches 
 
Thursday before for 
Wednesday matches 
 

Tuesday Afternoon 
Triples League  
(Two triples of men) 

David Ewins One week before 
match 

Previous Thursday 

Knaphill Afternoon 
Triples League  
(Two open triples) 

John Wills One week before 
match 

Previous Saturday 

Friday Evening 
League  
(One rink of men) 

David Ewins One week before 
match 

Previous Saturday 

Example Our first friendly is against Albury on Sunday 2nd May. Members should 
apply by Sunday 25th April. David Raison will finalise the teams by Tuesday 
27th April. 

 

Surrey Ad (ladies) and Harding Cup (mixed) 
Fixtures not all available yet. 
 


